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THIS IS A STORY ABOUT THE CHALLENGES MANY
AUSTIC PEQPLE EXPERIENCE AT EXHIBITION EVENT 5.

Yeah, I've just
got here. Where
are we meeting

Fsarry - struggling
to focus, Clara.
Man, I'm getting a
bit of sensory
overload here,

fan we maet in
the Guiet Area
s¢ that I can
regulate? My
senges need
a break.

i
Y what do Yol
mean theres

that hundreds of autistic
pecple attend these
comics events, right?

1 Tell you what,
Clara: is there

a stairwell or

something near
you where we
A can meety?

Great. Uil mes
you there,

¥ Geez, how am I supposed

to find the location? Every-
thing's so0 overwhelming
when it's busy, and the

y Fignage isn't at all clear.

Colour-coded lLines
an the floor would
make a warld of
difference,




End this map's

Like a macaic ;
Talk about I'd come better

overload. prepared, but it's not
like there was o videa
walkthrough of the
venue on their website
or anything.

Thig is my
fourth yeor
being a tabler
at this event,

Let's hope [ can
at least break
even with the

table costs.

-~ Or maybe I'lt actually make some
profit, which would make the stress

7 of hanging out in this claustrophobic

table area worth it

Do the

be crommed
s0 clogely
together?

tables need to

I
Dot il b i el 80

Hi, I'd like
to buy a
primt.

Great!
That whyll

£157 Could
vou do a deal
for E152

[ think T'U
pass, but
good luck.

Sorry, but the table
COSts are eXpensive
and the event doesn't
give tablers any :
discounts. Ho worries...

Fsl‘gn-

Hi there, Id like
o buy & H.E':lfr'ir‘lq
please,




Gréat!
That'll be
£3 please.

Cheerg! Can
[ interest
YyOou in any-
thing else?

Sure! Thank
you. Love
the art.

Ho thanks, I've
got to hurry to
the cosplay
show. Have a
good onel

Aw man, 10
munutes &ll the
show! starts...

The crowds, the nNaise,

the bright lights..
Serngary averload..,

The event’s
about to
start!

Al man, 5o
many peogle.,
Mok whhen I'm

feeling like

Oof, these

places are

hoard to navigate... T scouted
the venue yesterday but
everything looks different
when it's crowded

I'can feel
my angiety
riging...

Exguse me, ['m autistic and
feeling a bit overwhelmed,
Is there any support?

Huh? Sorry, but I'm

not sure what you

mezan. What Kind of
suppart?

Hever mind, it's
ckay... I think Il just
sit this one out.




I can't go on
stage when I'm
feeling like this...
This sucks.

I've been loocking
forward to seeing
this show for
morths...

I wish the seats
weren't packed so
tightly. The squeeze is
adding to my overload,.,

Fhew! That

was :trc::ful

At least s

gueter here,

ARE ¥YOuU
READY FOR
A SHOW?S

Why does the
music have to be

But this wolume’'s
overwhelming for
me. ['m gonna
have to step
k...

But I'm gutted. I really
wanted to see that
chow, but it's 20 hard
to it in that audienoe.




What do you mean you're not
here? How was [ supposed ta The maps are,
Kmow which $tairs you meant? like, so confusing

i where even
= jt's& hard to e "MW

process any of it

You're loeoking
for the Ww
stajrg?

[t's near the cosplay
area, between the
toilets and the food
truck on the left-hand
side of the stage,

uged mare
Wow that's visuals o

what I'm help us find
talking about!

I know exactly

where you are

now, Clara. I'm
QE Wiyl

Thanks for the help, mate.
Con't suppose you can point

P e in the direction of the
cosplay area too?

sure = just follow
that ridiculously
loud msie,




Hey, is
everything
ohay?

I'm autistic
and I'm finding
thiz expo a bit

auditarium,
The volume
Wig way toao

had that
befare?

viailal T always
carry a spare set!

[ Enow exactly
what you mean,
and [ hawve the
perfect solution!

You can
borrow
these for
the day.

Absolutely. Let’s exchange
socials and yau can give
them boack later, We can

grab some food and drink

whhile we're atit.

Sounds LiKe o
plan, Thank you
o much!




ﬁ -
@ o These
HDIEE-CEI’EEEIHHQ

headphones arne

.’- amaiing!

Imagine

B\ difference if the
J organisers made

1l them available

for events

like thi

the

5.

Excuse me, but
have you been
on stage yet?

Med Nah, I'm
gaing to sit
this one aut,
Lost roy
confidence.

You're Sandra,
right? I follow
Your ingtagram!

There's no
need to be
nervous, The
pecple out there
would be happy

Jjust to see
L

=t

i\ 1 &
4

Would you be okay if
we took a selfied
You should totally
join eur cosplay-

appreciation online

cormmmunity.

Sure,
and that
sounds
coolf

You Know
what... Those
commeEnters
have given me
just whaot I

needed.

&t

%7

o/ Ty gonna give you and

L\

the community o show
to remember. Get
into that audience!




AMHE HOW WE
HAVE SANDRAS
SPORTING A
FANTASTIC
COSPLAY OF
THE LATEST
FRAMCHISE:
*FENSHIME
IMPERIOR®.

TELL: THE
ALUDIENCE IS
LOVING IT/

WHAT'S THIST THEY
LOVE HER CREATIVITY/S
ESFECIALLY THE CHOICE
OF WEARING THAT
KEYRING AS PART OF
HER QUTFIT.

Y THE JUDGES
b THINKT OMLY
| OME WAY TO
FIND OUT...

WHERE DID
SHE GET IT?

Didn't you see
the live-feed? This

trending cosplayer is
rocking your artuwory
as part of her outfit,

Phew! Can't say I'm
not thrilled for the
sudden excitement in
my art.,.

Excusé ma,
bBut can [ buy
three of those
Keyrings?

But dealing with
sudden crowds isn't
ry strength... I think
[ need a break to
decampress...

sure, but
you're like the
9th person in &
minutes. Why
the sudden
buzz?

That's a lot
of pecplel




ean't leave
the gtall

unattended
for too

getting out from the table
in my wheelchair (5 hard
with this table Loyout.,.

Thanks to
your H-E',rr'iﬂg
artwork, T Wwon
ane of the
top prites!

you and
[ should
totally
collab
S ometime.

The cosplay just

finished and I
had to come and
gay thank you.

You'd do
that? That
whlld be
fantagtic,
cheers!

F “Jonathan®
iz it? How
y daing?

There's still lats
of customers to
deal unth and I
desperately need
food and a break.

A5 honoured
as [ am, I
hawe more
pressing
matters at
hand.

Hey, were at
a loage end. We
could rum the stall
for a bit.

Totally! It's
the least [ can
do, ['ve run
stalls before,

Come along
and gEt your prints,
Heyrings and comics.

coandral Yes
please, can I
hepve Four

[ can breathe
again. I feel I

can trust
thase twa,

Thank yau
viary much,




I'm telling you,
Clara, making the
navigation easier for
autistic people would
be beneficial for
Everyone.

Tatally
agree, Alex.

Sarry, but [ couldn’t
help but owverheaor.
I find these expo
events a nightmare
to navigate as well

A5 an artise,
['ve aluays
worked better
with viguals,

Absolutely. That's
why I started colour
ceding the map in
advance, 56 [ could
find the different
places within
seconds.

wWouwl I'm no
artigt, and [ can
gay that this
definitely helps
me! Mind if [ take
a photo of it?

STORY HERE. BUT AS ONE EXPERIENCE ENDS, THERE IS
HOPE FOR AN EVEN BET TER ONE IN THE FUTURE.

= | =
oOf coursel we
weuldn't let you
down, Jenny-bay! Your
prints sold like hot-
cakes, ag did your
Keyrings!

¥ou made
THAT many
sales?

ANT S0, AS THE COMIC EXPO EVENT ENDS, WE END OUR

. How much of

b difference weuld it

for autistic people?

Ho worries -
YO con Keep
it! [ can easily
make ancther

make if the event hoad
video walkthroughs and
guidance on their website

Yeah, It
just feels like
there's a lat o
take in and no
easy way to
understand it.

overwhelming,
right? /|

[ can
totally see
the ewvent
organisers
using this.

And eoloured
lines on the
floors, as well
as in their
rraps

[ know one
of the organisers
of the event, Il
make sure your

experiences and
ideas get passed

right benefits
everyone,




THE COLLABORATION FOR COMICS AND AUTISM:

We are a group of autistic and allistic people who love
comics and want to make comics events even more inclusive
places for autistic people. We gathered ideas from many
autistic comics fans and artists about how to make things
better. Together, we created this comic as a way to
share the stories and insights people shared with us.

Bex Ollerton - Author and Cartoonist
Eliza Fricker - Author and Illustrator
Hannah Berry - Comics Cultural Impact Collective
Jenny Gibson - University of Cambridge
Joe sutliff Sanders - University of Cambridge
Kai Holmstrdém - Dekko Comics
Kai Mycelium - Cartoonist and vTuber
Matt Burke - Lakes International Comic Art Festival
Olivia Ahmad - Quentin Blake Centre for Illustration
Rach Idowu - Author, Advocate and Illustrator
Rachel Hill - Association of Illustrators

Stephanie Hogan - Manchester Libraries
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Comics events are great places for autistic fans
and creatives to be their authentic selves.

Here’s a quick overview of how to get started planning
your comics event for autistic joy and sensory comfort:

Consult autistic people when planning your event.

staff and volunteers should know the basics of
autism and neurodiversity.

Include autistic creatives in programming ...
and pay them for their contributions.

Provide clear online information to make it easy for
autistic people to plan their visit.

H 8 { ¥

Use clear and visible signage in your venue.
Provide space for people to make noises/stim.

Offer the option to listen to talks via headphones.

vl
vl
vl
il

Have ear protectors or noise-cancelling headphones
available to borrow.

Provide softer lighting / sunglasses.

M Arrange quiet spaces and schedule quieter times.

IZ Avoid overcrowding.

Find more ideas and details for planning an inclusive comics
event by following the Qf code on the back cover of this comic
or going to https://doi.org/10.17863/CAM.126224.




Cite this comic as: Gibson, J. L. &« Sanders, J. S.
and the Collaboration for Comics and Autism.
(202(6). The Inclusive Issue: Designing Inclusive
Comics Spaces for Autistic Connection. Dekko
Comics. https://doi.orq/10.17863/CAM.126:227
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Autistic comics fans Alex, Danesh, Jonathan and
Sandra are super excited about their local comic
convention, but they're experiencing some challenges!

Will baffled stewards and sensory overwhelm get in
the way of epic cosplay? Will overcrowded spaces and
muddled maps stop the crew from nerding out and
meeting new friends?

For more information about designing inclusive
comics events, scan the QR code:

[ —
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