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THE VISUAL ARTS CENTRE AT CHRIST’S

Christ’s is unique amongst the Cambridge Colleges in being blessed with a thriving Visual Arts Centre as well as a newly-refurbished performance and exhibition space in the Yusuf Hamied Theatre. 

The Centre consists of a Gallery and studios, used by Artist in Residence Issam Kourbaj, the Levy-Plumb Visual Art Studentship holder (advertised annually) and sculptor Anthony Smith, all of whom are working on an exciting range of artistic projects for the College, University and beyond. 
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The centre is both an exhibition space and a teaching centre, and increasingly forms a focus for the arts in College. Around College, you can see a variety of art work, ranging from Anthony Caro’s imposing sculpture in Chapel to Lachlan Gaudie’s bright canvasses in Z staircase.

[image: image4.jpg]


A Creative Centre for College

Christ’s hosts a unique, friendly and informal life-drawing class every Wednesday evening from 7 - 9pm during term time, open to members of the College and University. Additionally the Visual Arts Centre is a space that has been used for a variety of one-off activities, showcasing the College’s talents, from poetry readings and creative writing workshops to drama rehearsals and dance.

There are regular exhibitions of work from the life-drawing classes as well as by Levy-Plumb studentship holders. The College Visual Arts Society was founded in 2009 and hosted ‘ON AIR’, a dynamic and engaging show combining art and literature. The College’s first postcard competition ‘Turning Leaves’ was launched in 2009 and all the entries were exhibited in the Centre.
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A Base for promoting Excellence in Art

The Visual Arts studios are a centre for excellence in contemporary art, providing space for practicing artists to thrive. Resident artist Issam Kourbaj’s work has recently been exhibited in the British Museum and, in 2009, he took part in Tate Britain’s ‘Imagine Art After’ project. Anthony Smith’s sculpture of Darwin as a young man was shortlisted for the Marsh Sculpture Prize.
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Each year, the Levy-Plumb studentship provides a promising young artist the opportunity to develop their work in a supportive, creative environment at Christ’s. Past recipients including Vanessa Hodgkinson, Lachlan Gaudie and Vera Kovacevsca have gone on to have solo shows in the UK and around the world.

Building on a strong Tradition

Christ’s College has a long tradition of excellence in the Visual Arts, numbering amongst our alumni many distinguished artists and art historians: 
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Anthony Caro (m. 1942) is a key figure in British sculpture. Major exhibitions of Anthony’s work include retrospectives at the Museum of Modern Art, New York (1975), the Trajan Markets, Rome (1992), the Museum of Contemporary Art, Tokyo (1995), and Tate Britain, London (2005). He was also part of the design team for London’s Millenium Bridge. His prizes include the Praemium Imperiale for Sculpture in Tokyo in 1992 and the Lifetime Achievement Award for Sculpture in 1997. He was knighted in 1987 and received the Order of Merit in May 2000.

Nicholas Serota (m. 1965) is an art historian and curator who became Director of the Tate in 1988, having previously been Director of the Museum of Modern Art, Oxford (1973-1976) and the Whitechapel Art Gallery (1976-1988).

Phillip King (m.1954) is one of Britain's most innovative sculptors who was awarded a Lifetime Achievement Award for Sculpture in 2010 by the International Sculpture Centre.
Dee Ferris (m. 1992) is a British painter who has participated in group exhibitions at Saatchi Gallery, London; Taka Ishii Gallery, Tokyo; Tate Britain, London; City Gallery Prague, Prague; Prague Biennale, Prague; Andrea Rosen Gallery, New York; and the Royal Academy.

Charles Saumarez Smith (Former Fellow) is a British art historian. He was appointed Director of the National Portrait Gallery in 1994. From 2002 to 2007 he was director of the National Gallery and was formerly President of the Museums Association.

David Cannadine (Honorary and Former Fellow) is an eminent historian who was also appointed Chair of the National Portrait Gallery in 2005.
Supporting the Visual Arts at Christ’s 

Christ’s is keen to engage with alumni interested in contributing to the visual and related arts. In particular, we are keen to further encourage interdisciplinary interactions – between the Visual Arts and science, poetry, theatre, dance , medicine. Some of these links are already flourishing; the anthology ‘ekphrasis’ on sale here tonight is an example of one such project, combining literature by Christ’s staff and students with Tom de Freston’s images. 
We are also planning a link with the Anatomy Department encouraging medical students to develop observational skills and a web based three dimensional walk through Christ’s looking at and talking about our art objects. We have a major bid into the Leverhulme Trust for an educational and research project based on Milton’s poetry, drawing on the talents of our literary scholars and forming part of an educational outreach initiative in schools with the further development of our website “Darkness Visible’: http://www.christs.cam.ac.uk/darknessvisible.
All these varied, aspirational projects would benefit greatly from support by alumni either through their special skills or through financial support to help us realise our ambition of creating a truly interdisciplinary centre, rooted in and inspired by the visual arts.
For further information about supporting the Visual Arts Centre, please contact cmt23@cam.ac.uk
